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II AnJ^€€0unt of eertam tr an/parent Tehiet^ 
mojlly of the fljafe of the Ombrix ot Bron- 
tise I Wherefore I ha^e called them Bronti* 
L^ves, Pellucidas, Hefplendentes, Adaman- 
f um Mmulx. 

H E Figures are taken from ceftaift Very clear and 
_^ tranfparent Stones found in En^andy of a con- 
ftant Shape* They are called in fome ^ncmnt Leafes of 
Royal Mines Rougft of Mfneral Pearl. They undcr- 
ilanding, asLguefs, by the Word Pearl, anything that 
was reiplendent and bright , asd particularly figured 
like a Drop of Water, which thefe Stones have of them- 
felves naturally, and without any Artifice j fomeofthem 
being exadly Spherical, others like a Half Globe, others 
likeaHalf Oval, with an edge raifed on the top; And 
in thefe general Figures grea^ Varieties are to be ob- 
ferved. 

As fdt the Efteem the Ancients had t)f them, It was 
not without Reafbn J for befidesthat, their natural Fi- 
gure and Beauty, where they have been well preferved^ 
IS commendable- Their Natural Poliih is moreover not 
to be counterfeited, but very eafie to be dillinguifli'd by 
a MicrofcDpe, from the Artificial Polifti of QMs and 
Cryftals. Now Gold, Silver, Diamonds and Pearl are 
for no other reafbn eftimable, but becaufe they have 
certain indelible Chara(3:ers,which all theSubtiky and Y^it 
of Man bath* not yet been able to Counterfeit, notwith- 
ftanding the many Pretences thereunto, hs Gold, for 
Example, for that it will endure the drowning in Antimo- 
ny ^ Silver, that it abides the Teft of L^adj Diamonds, 
for tlaat of themfdves, even without a Foil, ihej caft t 

Luftre. 



C 779 ) 
Luf|re. Pearl h valued hecaule of it's Figures and pe- 
culiar Brightnefs not to be iroitated. 

Thefe Stones are of the Pehle kind, that is, not ta \m 
calcin'd by fimple Fire j whereas moft otlier figured 
Stones are calcinabk with a very eafig Fire. 

Thefe Stones are, as Haid, hatui-aJly poUih'd and ve- 
ry hard and (olid, and do not eo^ift within of Lmma 
or Flafees, but brake every waty with great Difficulty, 
aadBaturally throughout fmooth. 

As for thek Figure, it coraes neareft that of the Ow- 
irta ; and mafly of them are very Omhriie in Ibape. 
Other tranfparent Omhria I have ften, which yet are ei- 
ther very FHnts, or of a flaky and foft Contexture, of the 
nature of Setenites ,• and fuch are to be found about Filo- 
l>riggSf a noted Set of Rocks near Scarhrough. 

As thefe Stones are of a very different Nature and 
Texture from all other Omhria I &ftT y&. (aw, and hz.- 
v'mg no Fefiigia of any Spim in any part of them, f 
may reafonabJy enough conclude them to be Stones of 
their own kind : And they are in fhape like fome of the 
Omlria^ yet for the Reafbfis above-(aid, they will not 
come, I think, within the (ufpicion of having been Ani- 
mal Subftances. 

For the refl:, I am not averfe to think, after fo mani- 
feft and confiderable Di(coveries of this kind, as AugH' 
film Sdlla had made in Sicily, that moft of the Omhrice 
have been Echini ; and yet feme of the Prickled, which 
Naturalifts have hitherto called Lapides Judaiciy may 
have belonged to feme of thofe Omhia. But I perfwade 
my felf it will never be found , that any of them have 
ever belonged to any of the Stones in the pre(ent Ta- 
ble. 

I (hall conclude with one Remark, and that is, to 
incite the Induftry of the Curious , to a more narrow 
fearch into thefe matters. There are but two or three 
Echini yet difcover'd, either in ours or the Mediterranean 
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Sea, But of tim Omirm o£ Europe hcCtdes thefe prc-^ 
ftot Anomalous Stones, thtre are at the Jeaft Twenty 
Species figur-d mdMkt!^d^b^^ Angufima 

SciMa, Dr. f /^^, ©c. and in vaft quantities in moft 
Counties of J^^mdx And I doubt not many more 
Species will yet be found out. All which are to be ac- 
Countedfbr j as to the natural places, m what^eas they 
are to be found at this day. And li not in i^ Europe-^ 
any as I think they will not, how and whence they came 
hither iflto this Ifland m iuch Plenty, But enough of 
this. 
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